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THE COLLECTOR 



Arthur Dawson, the well-known etcher, of Chicago, for many 
years a resident of London, and co-laborer with some of the best 
etchers of our day in that city and in Paris, has just completed a 
portrait of Columbus which interprets the original painting with 
fidelity, and is in itself a work of exceeding strength. The plate is 
full of inventor etcher's methods, is noticeable for depth of tonal 
values and the reproduction of the rich' velvety texture of the cos- 
tume which the great discoverer is portrayed as wearing in the 
painting. Mr. Dawson congratulates himself that he has received 
from the owner of the painting the commission to etch this pic- 
ture which he considers one of the most authentic and worthy of 
those now in existence. 

* * * 

The original painting forms part of the collection of Mr. Charles 
F. Gunther, of .Chicago. It was purchased through the well known 
Stevens' house, of London, from its owner, Mr. Cribb. It is that 
which was selected by Washington Irving, after a thorough search, 
such as few men have had the patience or the opportunity to 
make, and was used as the basis of the frontispiece of the English 
edition of his " History of Columbus." In his preface Mr. Irving 
wrote : " The portrait of Columbus prefaced to the present volume, 
is from a beautiful picture painted by Sir Anthony Moro for Mar- 
garet, Governess of the Netherlands. It was brought to this 
country about the year 1 590 and has been in possession of one 
family until very recently, when it was purchased by Mr. Cribb, of 
King street, Covent Garden, London. The characteristics of the 
mind and features of Columbus are so forcibly depicted in this 
picture that no doubt can remain but that it is a true and perfect 
resemblance of the great navigator." 

While Moro, or More, or Moore, as the name is variously spelled, 
was not born until 1512, six years after the death of Columbus, the 
portrait in question seems to bear evidences of having been painted 
under circumstances which go to prove its likeness to Columbus. 
The etcher is inclined to believe that the artist had the use of 
miniatures which are known to have been in existence or followed 
descriptions of those who knew the man himself. Moro, who was 
court painter to the King of Spain, and a man of great ability in his 
profession, has here given us something equal to the works which 
he is on record as having painted before the living model. Mr. 
Dawson is authority for the statement that that the only portrait 
in existence which would ever convey to the beholder the idea that 
Columbus was a sailor is- this very painting. The frame which 
surrounds the original, and which is a unique piece of .carving is 
thought to be contemporaneous with the picture. At the top it 
bears the arms of Columbus and other emblazonry. The etcher 
has made this old piece of woodwork serve as the margin of the 
plate giving it a character quite in keeping with the striking 

original. A portrait head of Moro is the remarque. 

* * * 

Once upon a time our dealers in rare books and cognate wares 
were supposed to represent the * bitterest oppositions of trade 
hostility possible just inside the laws of criminal libel. With the 
usual few exceptions, each bookseller was, more or less, and gen- 
erally more, credibly reported as a blackener of the character of 
everybody else in the trade. If this sort of thing had occurred 
among dealers in junk or rags it would not have amounted to 
anything. But it happened in a trade that dealt in a sort of in- 
tertwined way with a comparatively limited class of patrons of an 
intellectual order. Each bookseller's customers dealt with other 
booksellers, too, so that the stories one envious dealer told about 
the other were fully reported throughout the trade. We never 
heard of any lawsuits out of the matter, probably because each 
man concerned was equally tarred with the same stick. But for a 
cheerfully edifying and eminently convincing illustration of the 
fact that dog will eat dog if both are hungry for the same chunk 
of garbage, nothing more conclusive could have been found under 
the sun than the Cain and Abel like fraternal amity which pre- 
vailed among certain gentry engaged in the same trade in this 
city. 

* * * 

Nowadays, however, this acutely touching condition of com- 
mercial comity, with a knife in the leg of its boot, seems to have 
been transferred from the traders in books to the traders in pier 
tures. The same sharp competition which set in in the book- 
trade some years ago has declared itself in the picture trade since, 
and the same tactics of abuse and indiscriminate accusation pre- 
vail. If you were to believe most of the dealers in pictures in this 
city, most of the other dealers are a compromise between confi- 
dence men and manufacturers of counterfeit goods. The out-of- 
town collector who arrives in New York in search of additions to 
his gallery is likely to commence his experience in one shop with 



a general warning against all the other shops in town. • It reminds 
me of a famous passage in Dickens' " Old Curiosity Shop," when 
Mr. Thomas Codlin, the Punch and Judy tout, recommends his 
disinterestedness and general reliability of conscientiousness to 
Little Nell. "I'm your friend," says honest Mr. Codlin. "Per- 
haps you haven't thought so, but its me that's your friend — not 
him. . . . For all his having a kind of way with him that you'd be 
very apt to like, I'm the real open-hearted man. I mayn't look 
it, but I am, indeed. . . . Codlin's the friend, remember— not 
Short." So in the picture trade nowadays. With some very few 
gratifying exceptions, it is a case, if the trade is to be believed, of 
" Codlin's your friend — not Short." 



THE NEWPORT HISTORICAL SOCIETY 



''THE Newport Historical Society announces that its rooms on 
■*■■ Touro street, are open daily to visitors from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
The Society holds its regular meetings on the third Tuesday in 
each month, at 8 o'clock p. M. The Directors include : Presi- 
dent, Henry E. Turner, M. D. ; First Vice-President, John Cong- 
don ; Second Vice-President, George Gordon King; Recording 
Secretary, Horatio B. Wood ; Corresponding Secretary, William 
P. Sheffield, Jr. ; Treasurer, Daniel B. Fearing ; Librarian, R. Ham- 
mett Tilley ; Curator of Medals and Coins, Edwin P. Robinson. 

The building now owned and occupied .by this Society was 
erected in 1729, by the Seventh Day Baptist Church of Newport, 
purchased and restored by the Historical Society in 1884, and re- 
moved from Barney street to its present location in November, 
1887. The Seventh Day or Sabbatarian Society was organized in 
1671, being the first of that denomination in America. From 1839 
until 1875, the building was occupied by various denominations. 
The original square pews (of which there were fourteen on the 
first floor) were removed in 1840 and the modern slips introduced. 
The pulpit and sounding-board, the pulpit stairs, galleries, piers 
and paneling remain as originally built. The tablets on the wall 
were presented to the church by John Tanner and others in 1773. 
There is a tradition that when the British took possession of 
Newport in 1776, and desecrated all the places of worship except 
Old Trinity and this church, by using them for riding schools and 
hospitals, this edifice was saved and guarded through respect for 
the decalogue found on the wall back of the pulpit. The clock, 
still in good order, was made about 1731, by William Claggett, a 
Newport clock maker. The bow-window on the front of the 
building, was taken from the Dr. Johnson house on Thames street. 
This window was formerly in the house of Charles Feke, Apothe- 
cary; built in 1794, on Washington square. 

The Society is actively engaged in collecting for use, such 
materials as will serve to illustrate the general and local history of 
Newport, the State of Rhode Island, and also the history of the 
United States. -In this work the co-operation of all who may 
read this notice issolicited. The Society desires to receive contri- 
butions of books, manuscripts and newspapers for its library, and 
relics and curiosities, for the museum. Donations and special de- 
posits will be gratefully received and promptly acknowledged. 

All interested in the preservation of the old building, and in the 
collection of whatever may elucidate the history of Newport, are 
invited to become: members. Life membership, (exempt from all 
assessment and tax) is $50.00 and the annual dues, $2.00. All 
money received on account of life membership is added to the 
permament fund, the interest only of which can be used for the 
general expenses of the Society. Donations, of any amount, for 
this fund, will be gratefully received and acknowledged if sent to 
the treasurer, or left with the librarian. Visitors who may wish to 
contribute towards the expenses, are invited to place their donation 
in the contribution box, made of a piece of timber taken from the 
oldest house now standing in Rhode Island, built in 1639, by 
Henry Bull, one of the founders of Newport, and Governor of the 
Colony in 1685 and 1690. The following list has been prepared of 
donations solicited by the Society. 

ftooKS. — All books of whatsoever character, published in Newport. 

All books relating to the history, biography, genealogy, the de- 
velopment, the characteristics, the manufactures, the ' commerce and 
the agriculture of the cities and towns of Rhode Island. 

All publications of the several historical, biographical and genea- 
logical societies of the United States and Canada. 

All publications of the State of Rhode Island, and of the several 
cities and towns of the State. 

All publications of the United States bearing upon the history or 
development of the country. 

All other publications which relate to American history— with a 
view of making our library comprehensive on all questions' relating 
to the history of this country.] 
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Pamphlets.— All pamphlets which come under any of the above 
descriptions of books wanted. 

All published sermons having either a local, historical or personal 
significance, and all historical and anniversary discourses. 

Reports of the several societies and incorporations in Newport. 

Newspapers. — All newspapers that have been published in New- 
port. Odd copies will be valuable in completing files. 

Manuscripts. — Deeds, autograph letters, old ledgers, journals, day 
books, letter books, etc. 

Maps. — All maps, both old and new, of a local or general character. 

Portraits and Photographs. — Portraits, busts and photographs of 
local and historical personages. Photographs and drawings of the 
ancient houses and the memorable places on this island. 

Indian Memorials. — Prehistoric and Indian remains of every variety 
and description are always valuable. 

Miscellaneous Relics. — These are the most difficult of any kind of 
gifts about which to give definite information. There is much col- 
lected under this head with which the society has nothing to do. 
Relics or mementoes which are connected in any way with the early 
history of Newport, or with the personal experiences of its early 
settlers, rarely fail to have a permanent value, and will be gladly 
received. 

There may be other articles not classified under either of the above 
heads, which possess something of historic interest, and such are 
always welcomed. 

As we are making history every day, it is hoped that publishers, 
authors and compilers of the current pamphlet and book literature of 
the day will form the habit of depositing copies of their works with 
our Society. 

Communications for the Society may be addressed to Mr. Daniel 
B. Fearing, the Treasurer, or to Mr. R. Hammett Tilley, the Li- 
brarian. 

The A. H. Saltmarsh Collection 



A VALUABLE COIN BOOK 



MR. A. H. SALTMARSH, of Haverhill, Mass., has placed his entire 
collection of American and foreign coins, and also of Egyptian and 
American antiquities and curiosities, in the hands of Prof. Ed. Frossard for 
cataloguing, and the sale by auction is to take place in the Leavitt Art Gal- 
lery in the early part of April. 

Among the rarities of the collection will be found a genuine original 1804 
dollar, a full set of the Brunswick bell thalers, complete series of the Bruns- 
wick-Luneburg 2, 3, 4, 5, 6 and 10 crown pieces, a beautiful and rare 
Syracuse medallion or decadrachen, which once sold for $250, fine Greek 
coins, an immense Japanese gold coin, called Oban, the intrinsic value of 
which is over $70, and a collection of 650 Chinese coins, from the period 
2000 before Christ to the present day. 

There are several bronze figurines of Isis, Osiris and other gods among the 
Egyptian antiquities. The American archaeology contains a number of im- 
portant and possibly unique objects in stone, for the greater part purchased 
at the late W. E. Woodward's renowned archaeological sales. 

Professor Frossard will be pleased to mail catalogues, free of charge, to all 
collectors applying for them. 



An Artistic Exploit 



THE etching which has been made by Mr. Alexander Schilling, 
after D. W. Tryon's painting entitled " Evening — Early Spring," 
and which is published by Mr. N. E. Montross, of this city, is a plate 
which merits the notice of every print collector. Mr. Schilling is not 
only one of the most original- and resourceful etchers of this country, 
but a painter of equal gifts. So he has given to this translation of a 
brother artist's work a sympathetic appreciation not any too often found 
in such reproductions. The plate is a genuine artistic exploit, as well 
as a masterly effort of the etcher's technical skill, and merits all the 
good which has been said of it. 



Admirers of Cazin's pictures may come across canvases in his style signed 
M. Cazin instead of J. C. Cazin. These are by Mme. Marie Cazin, his 
wife. Between 1870 and 1880 the Cazins were in England, where the hus- 
band was in the employ of the Doulton pottery works, and the wife held an 
exhibition of her own paintings. On his return to France' to take a position 
in the art school of Pas de Calais, he painted the "Hagar and Ishmael" 
now in the Luxembourg. In 1889 he received the medal of honor at the 
International of Paris, and Mme. Cazin took a second medal. She also 
once took a third medal at the Old Salon, but both seceded to the New 
Salon with Meissonier. 

* * * 

The National Gallery of Ireland suffers a grievous loss in the death of Henry 
Doyle, a brother to Richard Doyle, of Punch, who has been the director of the 
gallery in Dublin for many years. Through his knowledge of old masters 
he secured for the gallery many treasures, though the annual appropriations 
were very small. At. the Cavendish-Bentinck sale last summer, while the 
fashionables of London were buying poor pictures and dubious bric-a-brac 
at huge figures, he was picking up for next to nothing the few good old 
masters in the .sale. 



E. Zay. " Histoire monitaire des Colonies francaises, d'aprh les 
documents officiels." Paris, 1892. 8vo., 330 pp., 278 cuts and 
illustrations of coins and tokens. 

THE object of this author is a two-fold one ; first, a rehearsal of 
the historical facts which led to the founding of French 
Colonies, their development, extension, and final success or extinc- 
tion ; second, a correct description of all the coins and tokens 
issued in the French colonies, or for them, with copious extracts 
and copies of the original documents ordering or sanctioning these 
issues, from the archives of the French Government. 

To the American numismatist and student of early American 
history this work cannot fail to be of a deeply interesting character 
and of practical usefulness, because it was in America, and on 
ground now part of the United States or of the Dominion of 
Canada, that the first French colonies were established. Hence 
their history forms, as it were, a prologue to the history of the rise 
and extension of the United States. It can never be ignored or 
forgotten that New France extended from Maine to the great lakes, 
covering the entire watershed of the St. Lawrence, and that the 
territory of Louisiana reached over the greater part of the valley 
of the Mississippi and of its tributaries. 

In those early days currencies were projected, or patterns of new 
coinages struck -for the new empire ; medals, tokens and jetons 
were also issued to commemorate important events. All these are 
carefully described and illustrated by Monsieur Zay. This part of 
the work is especially interesting to American numismatists, be- 
cause he describes a number of coins and tokens, relating to the 
Franco- American colonies about which, up to this time, only the 
most vague notions had been entertained. Such is his conforma- 
tion, by extracts from authentic, original and official documents, 
of what was some years ago advanced by the late Prof. Chas. E. 
Anthon concerning the coinage of the 1 5 and 5 sous pieces issued ' 
by Louis XIV in 1670. No one, after reading what Monsieur Zay 
has to say on the subject, will hereafter doubt that this coinage 
was really intended for circulation in the Franco-American 
colonies, -or that large issues of coins, intended for circulation in 
America, did actually take place, especially under the reign of 
Louis XV. Interesting information is also given concerning the 
famous, but as yet undiscovered " double d'Amerique," a small 
copper coin, about seven-eighths inches in diameter, which, if ever 
found, will bring its lucky discoverer 500 times its weight in gold, 
probably even more. 

Besides coins and tokens relating to American colonies and the 
West Indies, the work of course describes the coins issued for the 
now extensive and important French colonies in Africa, including 
Madagascar, French India, Cochin-China, Cambodja, Tonquin, 
New Caledonia, and all countries annexed to France or over which 
the French protectorate has been extended. 



The Bookworm Doomed. 



Science has not yet demonstrated the special use which moths 
and bookworms, not to mention other insective pests, were created 
to serve. Collectors know to their sorrow that they exist, and 
that is all. It should be of benefit to my readers, therefore, for 
me to call their attention to an advetisement in this issue of The 
Collector of a preparation which I have personally tested and 
found of effective utility in the preservation of my rugs, hangings 
and pieces of tapestry, of mounted specimens of natural history, 
of furs and fabrics generally. It is a stainless compound, rapidly 
evaporative, leaving positively no mark of its application, and 
absolutely deadly to insect life or its germs. Its effect is immedi- 
ate. After experimenting with many vehicles for the protection 
of my personal belongings from the ravages of those tiny marauders 
which creep in and destroy, I have found it to be the only one 
which produced the effect I desired without failure and without 
injury to the objects to which it was applied. 



\ ■ Mr. Percy Bigland, the young British .artist who painted the last portrait 
of Mr. Gladstone so far reported, has scraped a mezzotint from his painting 
which is said to be an excellent reproduction of the oil. Mr. Gladstone 
sits by a table with a paper before him and looks up from his reading. 

Dr. Herzog recently discovered in a library at'Aarau, Switzerland, a copy 
of the first edition of Holbein's " Dance of Death." The same volume in- 
cludes forty-six woodcuts of the same artist, illustrating scenes from the 
Bible. 



